
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – May 27, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meeting of May 13, 2014.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the 

motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

The Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 2014-05-27-086 authorizing the 

promotions of Police Officers within the Haddonfield Police Department. 

 

Commissioner Rochford then swore in Officer George Custer as a Sergeant and Danielle 

Muller as a Corporal for the Haddonfield Police Department. 

 

The Commissioners then unanimously approved Resolution 2014-05-27-087 authorizing the 

appointment of new Haddon Fire Company No. 1 Explorers.  Fire Chief Joe Riggs, Fire 

Department President, Butch Brees and Assistant Chief Sam Trotman were in attendance 

to introduce the following new members to the Commissioners:  Daniel Brown, Matt Burns, 

Grady Carr, Nick Frontino, Jason Garstkiewicz, Max Marino, Crawford Oswold, Timmy 

Proctor, and Jon Skiba.  Commissioner Rochford worn everyone in. 

 

Once Ordinance 2014-10 was introduced for first reading Commissioner Kasko gave a brief 

explanation stating that the bond is appropriating $1,820,000 and issuing $1,729,000 in 

bonds for the purchase the 65 Haddon Avenue property. 

 

Kirk Peterson, Lakeview Street, noted that this as far back as 1999 he has been advocating 

that this property be used for open space.  It is owned by Samuel Rhoads, an historic 

figure. 

 

Brian Kelly, Walnut Street, thanked the Commissioners for purchasing the property and 

described it as one of the last pristine properties in town. 

 

Commissioner Kasko commented that the current owner was trying to put a large multi-

unit living complex there and no one wanted it done. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Avenue, congratulated the Commissioners on this purchase.   She 

stated that she has spent the last five (5) years working on this goal.  She finished by stating 

that this is what happens when a community comes together with a common goal. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments the Commissioners voted unanimously to 

approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Resolution 2014-05-27-088 was introduced, which authorized the payment of bills.  Mr. 

Peterson asked what check number 29519 to Majestic Oil was for.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that this was for the purchase of fuel oil.  As no further questions were asked the 

Commissioners voted unanimously on the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-05-27-089 Authorization to Make Various Appointments 

2014-05-27-090 Authorization to Enforce Water use Restrictions 

2014-05-27-091 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2014-05-27-092 Authorization to Extend Contract to Year 5 for Solid Waste Collection – 

Casworth Enterprises, Inc. 

 

Once Resolution 2014-05-27-093 was introduced, which approved Change Order No. 2 

FINAL for the reconstruction of Euclid Avenue project, Mr. Peterson asked for confirmation 

that the project is not being signed off as complete yet.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied 

that there are punch list items that still need to be addressed.  Mr. Peterson then noted 

that there is big puddle of water on Euclid Avenue at PATCO during heavy rains.  As there 

were no further comments or questions, the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve 

the resolution. 

 

Resolution 2014-05-27-094 was then introduced, which authorized the advertisement of 

sealed bids for the 1014 Road Program’s reconstruction of various roads project.  Mr. 



Peterson asked where the work would be done on Mount Vernon Avenue.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that he would have to get that information to him after the meeting. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mill Road, asked how many of these roads have sump pumps 

discharged into the street, or gutters that lead to the streets.  She asked for the number of 

each of these types of situations for every road with pot holes.  She noted that Cherry Hill 

has an ordinance that does not allow for these drainage issues to be put into the street 

and stated that Haddonfield should have the same in their ordinances. 

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, asked why tax payer money is being used to fix these 

potholes, which are caused by certain residents.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this is 

an ongoing problem.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the Borough is installing storm 

sewers where we can.  Commissioner Kasko also noted that we would have many resident 

coming in to protest us saying they couldn’t put this water drainage into the streets. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments, the Commissioners approved the 

resolution unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-05-27-095 Authorization to Advertise for Sealed Bids – 2014 Utility Program – 

Replacement of Utilities – Various Roads 

 

Before Resolution 2014-05-27-096 was introduced it was announced that this resolution 

would be added to the next meeting agenda as the resolution was not finalized in time for 

tonight’s meeting. 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Jack Duffy, Kings 

Highway West and Jake Alley 351 kings Highway West.  No questions were asked at this 

time. 

 

Commissioner Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that bids had been received on April 14, 2014 in 

response to the Borough’s bids entitled “Sale of Water and Wastewater Utility Systems” 

authorized at the March 25, 2014 Commissioner Meeting.  The high bid was from NJ 

American Water for $28,500,000.  The other bids received were from Aqua New Jersey Inc. 

and United Water.  These bids are being reviewed and information will be posted online 

about this subject. 

 

Mary Jo Gallagher, Gill Road, asked each Commissioner to give his position on the 605 

Warwick Road project.  She stated that there is incomplete and incorrect information on 

the plans submitted.  She also stated that the aesthetic look of the area will be negatively 

impacted by this project.  Additionally, there will be huge water runoff issues caused by 

having more homes on that sight.  She is not against development, but does not see how 

this project will not impact everyone negatively.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he 

appreciated her point.  He and the other Commissioners have been advised the Borough 

Solicitor to not answer because it is a pending matter before the Planning Board.  

Commissioner Moscatelli strongly encouraged her to attend the Planning Board meeting 

to testify.  He finished by stating that as a member himself of the Planning Board he cannot 

pre-judge the project being presented to that board.  Commissioner Rochford talked 

about having a vacant lot next to his house as a child and remembers how upset he was 

then a home was eventually built there and the impact it had on the community at that 

time.  He also noted that it was his understanding that the neighbors have hired lawyers 

and engineers to fight this project.  The Borough Solicitor spoke about the legality of the 

Commissioners speaking on this subject prior to the Planning Board meeting. 

 

Ms. Melzi stated that she sees the town as having a major issue due to the lack of a 

stormwater management plan.  She then spoke about the Camden County 2004 

document that references the erosion in Haddrasaurus Run behind her home as being 

one of the worst in the county.  It is her belief that the Borough knew of this issue back in 

2004, but yet you are going to put more water into the ravine because of the Grove Street 

plans.  She would like to see all the information gather by the Borough and Remington & 

Vernick on the ravine.  This area is known internationally because of the dinosaur bones 

found there.  She feels that this is an environmental issue, which she feels is unacceptable 

considering the amount of taxes paid by her family since 1946.  She stated that the 

Borough is jeopardizing her land’s value with this project.  It is the Borough’s responsibility to 

do something about this; to put in a stormwater management plan.  It is her believe that 



unless the residents come together as a neighborhood to hire the right professions, then 

you as a resident are ignored in this town. 

 

Maryanne Shay, Maple Avenue read the following document into the records: 

 

“I’m speaking to you this evening on behalf of the HNA (Haddonfield 

Neighborhoods Association) because, as you are well aware, the Zoning 

Board does not allow Public Comment at their meetings.  In fact in the 

August, 2013 minutes Mr. Hunt, the Chairperson, stated. ‘There is no public 

support for a public comment period outside the applications being 

presented at the meetings.’  Conversely, there is general belief that Public 

Comment was critical but not allowed in subsequent meetings regarding 645 

Maple Avenue and 412 Hawthorne Avenue.  Citizens, therefore, cannot go 

before the board and express their concerns regarding zoning processes, 

policies, procedures and other matters. 

 

HNA, however, is pleased to have a copy of the 2013 Zoning Board’s Annual 

Report.  These documents are very important in understanding the types of 

development going on in the borough.  Ralph Eastwick’s Letter to the Editor 

in the May 23, 2014 issue of The Retrospect on 605 Warwick Road might be a 

good example of public frustration regarding current development.  It would 

be very useful to have minutes available to understand the reasoning behind 

Board recommendations. 

 

We are requesting that the Zoning Board be timely in publishing the minutes 

of their meetings.  Most organizations have minutes available prior to their 

following meeting.  The last minutes available online are those of August 2013.  

The Zoning Board does have online, however, the ‘Resolution’ for the 

Christion Science Church for March 18, 2014.  Shouldn’t there have been 

minutes prior to the resolution so that Zoning Board members could reflect on 

what had taken place prior to passing the resolution and an opportunity to 

check on some of the testimony?  This is part of the NJ Municipal Land Use 

Law.  For instance, in his testimony on the Christian Science Church, Mr. 

Bradley of Loyola University stated that since the installation of the green, 

plastic material on their parking lot 4 ½ years ago is has exceeded Loyola’s 

expectations.  In checking with Loyola, HNA found that the material was 

installed beginning in 2011 and the facility was only dedicated in 2010.  That 

material was utilized because it could easily be removed and a projected 

playing field be installed. 

 

We do not know whether Mr. Hunt has formally submitted his resignation or 

Mr. Grady his.  The Borough’s website still lists these gentlemen as members.  

In choosing members of the Zoning Board our group would like to you keep in 

mind our needs and those of other members of our community; the need to 

transparency, public discussion, timely publication of required documents 

and patience and an open mind when members of the board are 

interacting with our citizens.  One member of our organization has applied to 

membership on the Zoning Board. 

 

We requested in 2013 that the ordinance of 2000 decreasing the impervious 

coverage on future development and upgrading our Land Development 

Ordinance be reintroduced and considered.  We would be interested in 

what is taking place on this. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Haddonfield Neighborhoods Association 

 

Commissioner Rochford agreed that we are behind on the minutes, but we have just hired 

new staff, as well as additional staff, to work on the minutes.  He stated that he will try to 

get a more specific time table on the minutes.  He finished by noting that Mr. Hunt has 

resigned and that Mr. Grady is the new Chairperson for the Zoning Board.  Ms. Shay 

pointed out that Mr. Grady recently expressed very unprofessional behavior to a resident 

during a meeting.   

 

Walt Weidenbacher, Centre Street, in reference to the Zoning Board comments being 

made that there was an emotional component to what was expressed and an attitude 

that was unhealthy.  The meeting being referenced was not a civil, which does not 

promote the feeling that things will be done right.  He stated that minutes should be 

prioritized at a higher level.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he would look into the 

situation.  Mr. Weidenbacher noted that minutes in general are behind. 



 

Anne Tarbell, Maple Avenue, asked if the designs for the inlets to the Grove Street project 

been completed.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that they are with the County Engineer 

now.  Ms. Tarbell stated that if more water is sent into the ravine there will be more 

destruction.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the Borough will get the plans from the 

County and noted that the Borough does not have carte blanche to do whatever we 

want.  He noted that the residents can go to the County to discuss this project also, since 

the County has the final say on the matter.  He finished by noting that the County was very 

much involved in drawing up these plans. 

 

Ms. Shay asked in the Borough Engineer designed the three inlets and putting more water 

into the ravine?  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed what the plans in more detail and 

stated that this is to put the water already running across the top of the road to run under 

the road.  Ms. Shay asked if he was saying that the engineer was right or wrong.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied they everyone has worked together with us on these 

plans.  From an engineering view this plan is good.  Ms. Shay note that one of the 

properties along the ravine has lost many feet from erosion; what was one 20 feet from the 

house is now 2-4 feet from the house.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that there has 

always been water in this ravine and noted that the County had a very set idea about 

that they wanted to accomplish here. 

 

Ms. Tarbell stated the Shade Tree Commission (STC) resolution regarding the property at 

645 Maple Avenue is not being followed.  The fencing is not properly put up as required 

and they are moving it to work with heavy equipment under the trees then putting the 

fencing back up.  Commissioner Rochford stated that the Construction Code Official has 

been out there discussing this with the developer.  Ms. Tarbell stated that nothing 

changed until this afternoon and it is not being enforced.  Commissioner Rochford replied 

that he will talk to the Construction Code Official and have him strongly enforce this 

resolution.  Ms. Tarbell then asked what the repercussions were when the developer 

violates the STC resolution.  The Borough Solicitor replied that if he is violating an ordinance 

then he is brought into court; which is the same for a resolution.  He stated that the 

residents need to be the eyes and earns for these type is issues. 

 

Ms. Hoch stated that she has pictures of heavy equipment tracks in the snow around the 

trees.  As for the water Grove Street she asked where the pipe was that the inlets were 

supposed to connect to.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it was at the outfall 

structure.  Ms. Hoch noted that this has already scoured a pond there and it is terrible to 

put more water there.  Additionally, the annual rainfall is up from previous years.  She then 

talked about the fairness to the homeowners of putting more water here and asked what 

can be done to institute something more fair to all.  She also noted that there are 

instances where property owners are not getting the necessary permits for work they are 

doing at their property.  She finished by noting that it is illegal to pump water onto a 

neighbor’s property, and questioned why this would be allowed.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied by noting that people complain about the need to cut taxes.  The Borough has 

reduced taxes by reducing staff and doing more with less.  One of the consequences of 

this is that we do not have unlimited staff to keep track of everything.  He further 

commented that this year there was no increase in taxes from the Borough.  He finished by 

commenting about the new employees in the Construction Office to help with that 

office’s burden.  Ms. Hoch asked what the penalties are for disregarding the STC 

Resolution.  The Borough Solicitor replied that a complaint can be filed and the Judge 

would have to assess a fine.  Historically, Haddonfield has not done this; the foundation of 

our laws is voluntary compliance.  Commissioner Kasko stated that we will consider doing 

something for the sake of fairness, but we are not going out to all homes to see what they 

have done in the past 20 years.  Ms. Hoch asked what would be done besides a letter to 

the homeowner. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher stated that if everyone was painfully aware that there is a fee process, 

then they would be more likely to get the required permits.  He suggested that a PR 

campaign be done to educate the residents.  Commissioner Kasko agreed that we do 

need to educate the residents on the requirements.  Mr. Weidenbacher then asked what 

is being done to change the fact that the Construction Office staff is over worked.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that the Borough has hired additional part-time staff to help 

deal with the issue. 

 

Mr. Peterson noted that after the Memorial Day Parade there were overflowing trash cans 

in Kings Court on the holiday.  He suggested advertising that people should not do this.  He 

also commented on the cigarette butts on the ground in Kings Court and suggested that 

there be a no smoking ban in Kings Court and other public areas to prevent this problem.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that the Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) has discussed this 

problem with the litter, but they have not heard complaints about the cigarette butts.  He 

will see if we can have the Department of Public Works Clean the area up.  Mr. Peterson 



suggested hiring a part-time person to clean up the trash.  He then talked about the 

architectural significance of 221-225 Euclid Avenue because of the slate curbing, which 

needs to be saved.  He then mentioned various issues with sidewalks, curing and 

handicapped ramps in various area. 

 

Ms. Hoch stated that it is her opinion that this town is not very welcoming to new 

businesses and we should make it easier for them to do business in town; specifically 

mentioning the sign regulations.  Commissioner Rochford replied that the sign ordinance 

has been shortened significantly over the years and that these businesses need to go 

through the system.  Ms. Hoch asked if the new businesses were told what they need to do 

when they come into town.  Commissioner Kasko replied that they are told by the Retail 

Coordinator.  Ms. Hoch asked specifically what could be done to ease issues with the 

Jalapeno’s sign.  Commissioner Kasko replied that they have submitted a completed 

application now, which will be reviewed like all others.  He then mentioned that CBS News 

is doing some promotional filming in Haddonfield, which is typically done in Philadelphia, 

and noted that we are getting free advertising because of this. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


